Speak at VAAS Dinner

Topic: Conservation for the Next
Generation

The Venice Area Audubon Society is privileged
to have the renowned scientist Dr. Meg
Lowman speak at the VAAS fundraising dinner
Sunday, March 15" at 5:00 PM at the
Crossroads American Grille.

Dr. Lowman has recently returned from speaking at
the Ecological Society of Australia Conference in
Sydney, Australia, where she was interviewed by
ABC Radio National. During the interview she
dicussed the mysterious world of the canopy and
remarked that over half of the life on earth lives in the
tops of trees which includes millions of insects and
thousands of birds. Dr. Lowman stressed the
urgency to uncover the secrets of the rain forest
before we lose the forests.

Meg Lowman pioneered the science of canopy
ecology. For 30 years, she has designed hot-air
balloons and walkways for treetop exploration to
solve mysteries in the world’s forests, with special

expertise on the links between insect pests and
ecosystem health. Meg is affectionately called the
grandmother of canopy research as one of the first
scientists to explore this “eighth continent”. She
relentlessly works to “map” the canopy for
biodiversity and to champion forest conservation in
Florida as well as around the world. Her academic
training included Williams College (BA, Biology);
Aberdeen University (MSc, Ecology); Sydney
University (PhD, Botany); and Tuck School of
Business (Executive Management).

Her first book, Life in the Treetops, received a cover
review in the New York Times Sunday Book Review.
Working tirelessly on sustainability initiatives at
home and abroad, she recently received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for Conservation from Sarasota
County.

“Canopymeg” is currently Director of
Environmental Initiatives and Professor of
Biology and Environmental Studies at New
College of Florida. She also serves as the
Science Advisor for Climate Change to Florida’s
CFO, Alex Sink. Previously she has served as
CEO of The Marie Selby Botanical Gardens,
was Professor of Biology and Environmental
Studies at Williams College, and co-managed a
sheep and cattle station in outback Australia.
Meg is married to attorney Michael Brown. They
are the proud parents of Eddie, research
associate at Environmental Defense working on
urban environmental policy; and James, applied
math major at Princeton University who is
modeling forests as global carbon sinks.
Reflecting her love for linking kids to nature,
Meg’s personal mantra is “No child left indoors.”
Tickets for this event are $29 each. Tables for 10
or eight are available.
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